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CrowdfundingHub

CrowdfundingHub is the European Expertise 
Centre for Crowdfunding and Alternative Finance 

We are dedicated to support the sustainable 
growth of crowdfunding, community finance and 

other forms of alternative finance

Research | Consultancy | Education



CrowdfundingHub
Research



CrowdfundingHub 
Consultancy

Crowdfunding platforms - International growth, 
strategy and merger & acquisitions

Financial industry - Collaboration with crowdfunding 
platforms, launch private platforms, industry research

Government - Support local eco-system, 
local/national research

Scale-up companies – Campaigns >1 million euro



CrowdfundingHub 
Education

Key-note - Trends in industry, tips for successful 
campaigns 

Workshops – Full-day crowdfunding workshops

Train-the-trainer – Educational program for business 
advisors at governments, banks and accountancy.



Crowdfunding
Raising funds for a specific project by a group of people



Mozart
“Lenten” Concert Mozart - 1784



Source: Sustaining Momentum - The 2nd European Alternative Finance Benchmarking Report – Cambridge University / CrowdfundingHub

Expected $10 billion in 2017



Source: Sustaining Momentum - The 2nd European Alternative Finance Benchmarking Report – Cambridge University / CrowdfundingHub

Alternative Finance growth in the EU



Source: Sustaining Momentum - The 2nd European Alternative Finance Benchmarking Report – Cambridge University / CrowdfundingHub

Online Alternative Finance Volume per Capita in Europe
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Source: Sustaining Momentum - The 2nd European Alternative Finance Benchmarking Report – Cambridge University / CrowdfundingHub

Alternative Finance categories



Source: Sustaining Momentum - The 2nd European Alternative Finance Benchmarking Report – Cambridge University / CrowdfundingHub

Average project size



Crowdfunding models for businesses

Reward-based crowdfunding

Peer-to-peer Business Lending (CrowdLending)

Equity Crowdfunding



Reward based crowdfunding (Pebble)
$10,3 million by 68,929 backers



$10,3 Million

$20,3 Million

$12,8 Million





Local Hospital – peer-to-peer business lending
10,6 million euro loan



Funding Circle
£2,1B – 59.000 investors



Brewdog – Equity Crowdfunding
£25 million+ in equity raised - 42,000 investors



Crowdfunding = Community Funding
Not an anonymous crowd, but an involved community



Kickstarter - Small projects with dedicated crowd

83%69%



Tip 1. Involve your community



Co-creation with customers



Co-creation and crowdfunding with customers



Sony – “First Flight” platform
Campaigns from own employees (R&D)



Tip 2. Clear Goal



Build new wind park by community
1.076 members - 18,5 million euro wind park



Tip 3. Urgency



Dominicanen – Maastricht
Book shop - Management buy-out after bankruptcy



Tip 4. Know your community and make them happy



Good returns for backers & investors
Social, material and financial rewards



Good returns for backers & investors
Social, material and financial rewards

Luchtsingel Rotterdam – Social Reward
1300 funders – Reward: name on bridge



WakaWaka – Social/Material Reward
10 crowdfunding campaigns. Buy 1 – Give 1



Pre-sales for new online newspaper – Material Reward
18.000 subscribers - >1 million euro seed funding



Equity share in company – Financial Reward
1.052 investors - 2 million euro equity



Tip 5. Communication Plan



Be authentic
Share your personal story



Crowdfunding = Community Funding

Funding from an involved community

Crowdfunding = More than money

Marketing, market research, local support

Crowdfunding for projects

Not for your brand/organization

Crowdfunding campaign = Marketing campaign

Not only a fundraising campaign

Key take-aways on Crowdfunding
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Utrecht University
June 7-9 2017 

www.uu.nl/ecaf 

Alternative Finance Research Week 2017



Cambridge & Utrecht University 
Global Regulator & Policy Makers Workshop

June 28
@ Cambridge University 

Global Regulator & Policy Makers Workshop




